
Chapter 1: Introduction to Decking: An Investment in Your Home 

 

Welcoming the Outdoors Inside 

 

Decking, an extension of your living space into the outdoors, transforms your home by offering a 

seamless blend of indoor comfort and outdoor enjoyment. The allure of a beautifully designed 

deck goes beyond mere aesthetic appeal; it serves as a functional area for relaxation, 

entertainment, and family gatherings. This chapter introduces the concept of decking as not just 

an upgrade but a wise investment in your home’s value and your quality of life. 

 

Understanding the Value of a Deck 

 

Investing in a deck can significantly increase the market value of your property. It enhances the 

visual appeal and functionality of your outdoor space, making it more attractive to potential 

buyers should you decide to sell. More importantly, a deck offers immediate benefits for you and 

your family—a private space to enjoy the outdoors, host barbecues, or simply unwind in the 

tranquility of nature. 

 

Decking as a Financial Investment 

 

From a financial perspective, the addition of a deck is one of the home improvement projects 

known for its high return on investment (ROI). According to industry studies, the average ROI 

for a professionally installed deck can range between 65% to 75%, sometimes even higher, 

depending on the materials used and the integration of the deck into the overall home design. 

This makes decking a prudent choice compared to other home renovations that may not yield 

as substantial a return. 

 

The Role of Quality Materials and Professional Installation 

 

The longevity and durability of your deck largely depend on two critical factors: the quality of the 

materials and the expertise of the installers. Choosing premium materials such as advanced 

composite decking can ensure that your deck withstands the elements, maintains its aesthetic 

appeal, and requires minimal maintenance over the years. Similarly, professional installation 

guarantees that the deck is safely and securely constructed, adhering to building codes and 

manufacturer guidelines. This combination of top-tier materials and skilled craftsmanship not 

only protects your investment but also enhances its value. 

 

Conclusion 

 

As we delve deeper into the specifics of decking materials, cost considerations, and installation 

processes in the following chapters, keep in mind that a deck is more than just an addition to 

your home—it's a transformation of your lifestyle and a smart investment in your property’s 

future. Whether you're looking to create a cozy family space, a vibrant entertainment area, or a 



peaceful outdoor retreat, the journey begins with understanding the fundamental value that 

decking brings to your home. 

 

 Chapter 2: Evaluating Costs: Materials, Labor, and Time Estimates 

 

Introduction to Decking Costs 

 

When planning for a new deck, understanding the associated costs is crucial for making 

informed decisions. This chapter breaks down the expenses involved in deck construction, 

emphasizing the advantages of composite decking over traditional materials. We'll explore not 

only the initial costs but also the long-term financial benefits of opting for composite materials. 

 

 Choosing the Right Materials: The Case for Composite Decking 

 

Composite decking has gained popularity due to its durability, low maintenance requirements, 

and aesthetic flexibility. While the upfront cost of composite materials can be higher than 

traditional wood if choosing big brand name options, due to Ezy Deckings strategy of direct 

selling from manufacturer to customer, the initial costs have come down to equivalent to 

imported hardwoods like merbau and cheaper than Australian hardwoods like spotted gum and 

blackbutt, the long-term savings are then also very significant.  

 

 Composite decks require less upkeep, with no need for annual sanding, staining, or sealing. 

Additionally, composite materials resist weathering, warping, and insect infestations, which 

extends the lifespan of the deck and reduces replacement costs. Composite decking just 

requires reasonably regular cleaning to keep it looking its best. 

 

Labor Costs: Professional Installation 

 

Though the installation of a low level composite deck can be classed as a DIY level project 

bigger decks and raised decks may require more specialized skills. All of our composite decking 

options come with hidden fastening systems and set lengths that simplify the installation 

process, potentially reducing labor time and costs. Hiring professional installers ensures that the 

deck is constructed correctly, adhering to building codes and maximizing the material benefits. 

A typical split of Materials vs Labour cost is typically somewhere in the region of 50/50. If budget 

is the most important factor and you feel up to the challenge of building your own deck we have 

installation guides and videos and experienced staff on hand to answer any questions.  

 

Time Estimates: Faster Installation with Long-Lasting Benefits 

 

One of the lesser-discussed advantages of composite decking is the speed of installation. The 

uniformity of composite boards, combined with improved installation systems, allows for much 

quicker assembly compared to traditional wood decking. This efficiency reduces labor time and 

disruption to your home life. 

 



Calculating Total Costs: Initial vs. Long-Term Investments 

 

To fully appreciate the cost-effectiveness of composite decking, it's important to consider both 

the initial investment and the ongoing expenses. The initial cost includes the price of materials 

and labor; however, the long-term calculation should factor in the lack of maintenance costs and 

the longer lifespan of the deck. All of our Composite decking comes with a 10 year structural 

warranty (+10 extra years from the manufacturer for premium solid boards), further securing 

your investment. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Choosing composite decking for your home is a financially sound decision when evaluated over 

the lifespan of the deck. By investing in composite materials, you're not only enhancing the 

aesthetic and functional quality of your home but also minimizing future expenditures on 

maintenance and repairs. In the following chapters, we will delve deeper into the specific 

benefits of composite decking materials, their environmental impact, and the variety of design 

options available, helping you make the best choice for your decking project. 

 

 Chapter 3: The Value of Professional Installation: Why It Matters 

 

Introduction 

 

While the allure of DIY projects is strong for many homeowners, the installation of a composite 

deck can significantly benefit from professional expertise. This chapter explores the advantages 

of professional installation for composite decking, detailing how it adds value to the investment 

and ensures the longevity and safety of your deck. 

 

Maximizing Deck Potential through Professional Expertise 

 

Professional installers bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the table, which can be 

crucial for bigger or more complex composite decking installations. Their expertise helps to: 

- Ensure Structural Integrity: Professionals adhere to building codes and manufacturer 

specifications, which is critical for the deck’s durability and safety. 

- Optimize Material Use: Expert installers will efficiently utilize materials, reducing waste and 

ensuring that each piece contributes to the deck's overall aesthetic and structural integrity. 

- Navigate Complex Designs: Composite decks often allow for more complex and versatile 

designs. Professionals are equipped to handle these intricacies, ensuring a high-quality finish. 

 

Long-term Benefits of Professional Installation 

 

Investing in professional installation extends beyond immediate aesthetic appeal and 

functionality. It impacts the deck's longevity and maintenance needs: 

- Reduced Maintenance Issues: Properly installed composite decks have fewer issues with 

boards warping, popping nails, or other common problems associated with poor installation.. 



 

Cost Efficiency in Professional Installation 

 

While the upfront cost of hiring a professional may be higher than a DIY approach, the long-term 

savings are significant. Professional installation: 

- Prevents Costly Mistakes: Mistakes in a DIY project can lead to expensive repairs or even a 

complete redo of the project. 

- Saves Time: Time is valuable, and professional installation is typically much faster than DIY, 

allowing you to enjoy your deck sooner. 

 

Choosing the Right Installer 

 

Selecting the right contractor is as important as choosing the right decking material. When hiring 

a professional installer: 

- Check Credentials and Experience: Look for installers with specific experience in composite 

decking. 

- Read Reviews and Ask for References: Past customer experiences can give insights into an 

installer's reliability and quality of work. 

- Discuss Your Vision and Expectations: Ensure the installer understands your design 

preferences and functional requirements and pick the installer who will work towards your 

dream deck as you envision it 

 

Conclusion 

 

The value of professional installation cannot be overstated when it comes to composite decking. 

It ensures that the deck is safe, durable, and remains a valuable addition to your home for years 

to come. By choosing the right professionals, you secure your investment and enhance the 

enjoyment of your outdoor space. The next chapter will discuss the ROI of composite decking 

installations, highlighting why this choice makes sense from a financial perspective. 

 

 Chapter 4: ROI: The Long-Term Benefits of Quality Deck Installation 

 

Introduction 

 

Investing in a quality deck installation, especially with composite materials, not only enhances 

the beauty and usability of your outdoor space but also contributes significantly to your 

property’s overall value. This chapter delves into the return on investment (ROI) associated with 

professionally installed composite decks, illustrating how this choice can yield substantial 

financial benefits over time. 

 

Assessing the Financial Impact of Composite Decking 

 

Composite decking represents a good sized initial investment. However, the true value of this 

investment becomes evident when considering the long-term financial benefits: 



- Increased Property Value: Homes with composite decks often see a higher market value and 

appeal more to prospective buyers. 

- Longevity and Durability: Composite materials are designed to last longer than wood, without 

the need for frequent repairs or replacements. 

- Savings on Maintenance: Unlike wood, composite decking requires minimal upkeep, saving 

homeowners significant amounts on annual maintenance costs. 

 

Calculating ROI of Composite Decking 

 

The ROI of installing a composite deck can be quantified by considering several factors: 

- Initial Cost vs. Long-Term Savings: While the upfront cost is higher, the savings on 

maintenance, repairs, and replacement significantly offset this over the lifespan of the deck. 

- Comparative Market Analysis: Properties with composite decks tend to sell at a premium, 

indicating a direct return on investment when it comes to selling the home. 

- Lifestyle Enhancement: While not directly quantifiable in financial terms, the improvement in 

quality of life and increased usage of outdoor spaces add intrinsic value to the homeowners. 

 

Case Studies and Real-World Examples 

 

This section would include specific examples and narratives from homeowners who have 

experienced significant benefits from their composite decking, including enhanced lifestyle and 

increased home valuation upon resale. 

 

Environmental and Additional Financial Incentives 

 

In addition to the direct financial benefits, composite decking often offers environmental 

advantages that can appeal to eco-conscious buyers and could potentially qualify for green 

energy tax credits or incentives, further enhancing its ROI. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The decision to invest in a composite deck, particularly one that is professionally installed, is 

vindicated not just by the immediate aesthetic enhancement and usability but also by the 

substantial long-term financial benefits. As outlined in this chapter, the ROI extends beyond 

simple economics, contributing to both the property’s market value and the homeowner’s quality 

of life. In the following chapter, we will explore the aesthetic and functional versatility of 

composite decking, further reinforcing why it stands out as a superior choice for homeowners. 

 

  Chapter 5: Aesthetic and Functional Versatility of Composite Decking 

 

Introduction 

 

Composite decking offers a unique combination of aesthetic appeal and functional versatility 

that enhances both the beauty and usability of outdoor spaces. This chapter explores the design 



flexibility and practical benefits of composite decking, highlighting why it has become a popular 

choice among homeowners seeking both style and substance in their decking solutions. 

 

Design Flexibility of Composite Decking 

 

One of the most compelling aspects of composite decking is its wide range of colors, textures, 

and finishes. This variety allows homeowners to: 

- Match the decking to the home's exterior design for a seamless aesthetic transition between 

indoor and outdoor spaces. 

- Choose from finishes that mimic the look of natural wood without the maintenance drawbacks 

associated with traditional materials. 

 

Functional Advantages 

 

In addition to its attractive appearance, composite decking provides several functional benefits: 

- Durability: Composite materials are resistant to fading, staining, scratching, and mold, ensuring 

that the deck maintains its beauty over time. 

- Safety: Unlike wood, composite decking does not splinter or warp, making it safer for bare feet 

and reducing the risk of injuries. 

- Low Maintenance: Unlike wood decks that require regular staining, sealing, or painting, 

composite decks need only basic cleaning with soap and water. 

 

Innovative Applications 

 

Composite decking is not limited to traditional deck construction. Innovative applications include: 

- Built-in seating areas, enhancing the usability and comfort of outdoor spaces. 

- Integrated lighting systems, which can be installed within the boards themselves to enhance 

ambiance and increase safety during nighttime use. 

- Multi-level designs that provide dynamic visual interest and define different areas for specific 

uses, such as dining, lounging, or cooking. 

 

Sustainable Choices 

 

Many homeowners are drawn to composite decking as a sustainable option. Our decking 

boards are made from 86% recycled plastic and wood fibers, reducing waste and promoting 

environmental sustainability. Furthermore, the long lifespan of composite decks means fewer 

resources are consumed over time for repairs and replacements. 

 

Case Studies and Success Stories 

 

To illustrate the practical and aesthetic benefits of composite decking, this chapter could 

showcase several case studies or success stories from homeowners who have transformed 

their outdoor living spaces with composite decking. These narratives would highlight the 

creative possibilities and long-term satisfaction associated with choosing composite materials. 



 

Case Studies and Success Stories 

 

To illustrate the practical and aesthetic benefits of our composite decking and our approved 

installers, this chapter showcases several success stories from homeowners who have 

transformed their outdoor living spaces with ezy decking. These narratives highlight the creative 

possibilities and long-term satisfaction associated with choosing composite materials. 

 

1. "We couldn't be happier with our ezy deck! The installer was professional, the craftsmanship 

top-notch, and the end result truly enhances our home." 

 

2. "Love our new deck! Quick installation and fantastic look—highly recommend." 

 

3. "Our composite decking journey was seamless from start to finish. The team at ezy decking 

provided expert advice, and the installation was efficient. We're so pleased with the durable, 

beautiful space created—perfect for hosting our summer BBQs!" 

 

4. "The new deck has completely transformed our outdoor living area. Excellent service and a 

superior product that's both stunning and sustainable." 

 

5. "I was impressed by the professionalism and efficiency of our decking installer. The deck was 

completed ahead of schedule and looks amazing—it’s exactly what we wanted for our outdoor 

retreat." 

 

Conclusion 

 

The aesthetic flexibility and functional benefits of composite decking make it a superior choice 

for homeowners looking to enhance their outdoor living spaces. By combining style with 

practicality, composite decking not only improves the quality of life but also contributes to the 

overall value of the property. The next chapter will delve into the maintenance and upkeep 

required to ensure the longevity of a composite deck, providing homeowners with the 

knowledge to protect their investment. 

 

 Chapter 6: Maintenance and Upkeep of Composite Decking 

 

Introduction 

 

Composite decking is renowned for its low maintenance requirements, which is one of the key 

reasons homeowners choose this material over traditional wood decking. However, proper 

maintenance and upkeep are still essential to ensure that your deck remains in pristine 

condition and continues to add value to your home for years to come. This chapter explores the 

simple yet effective steps for maintaining composite decking. 

 

Routine Cleaning Practices 



 

Keeping your composite deck clean is straightforward and does not require harsh chemicals: 

- Regular Sweeping: Remove debris such as leaves and dirt with a broom regularly to prevent 

staining and moisture retention. 

- Washing: Use a garden hose with a spray nozzle to wash the deck. For a deeper clean, a mild 

soap solution or a composite deck cleaner can be applied followed by a thorough rinse. Power 

washers can be used with caution. 

 

Addressing Stains and Spills 

 

Composite decking is designed to resist staining, but it's still important to address spills and 

marks promptly: 

- Immediate Action: Quickly clean up food spills and oil marks to prevent them from setting in. 

- Recommended Cleaners: Use specific cleaners recommended for stubborn stains, avoiding 

harsh chemicals like bleach which can discolor the deck. 

 

Seasonal Maintenance Tips 

 

To ensure your deck remains in top condition, certain seasonal maintenance tasks should be 

considered: 

- Spring Checkup: Inspect the deck for any signs of wear or damage after the winter months. 

Look for loose boards or railings and ensure all fasteners are tight. 

- Autumn Preparation: Clear the deck of leaves and debris, which can become wet and slippery 

during winter, promoting mildew growth. 

 

Long-Term Care Strategies 

 

While ezy decking is built to last, adopting long-term care strategies can further prolong its life: 

- Ventilation and Drainage: Ensure that your deck has proper ventilation and drainage to avoid 

water accumulation which can lead to mold and mildew growth. 

 

Conclusion 

 

By following these maintenance and upkeep tips, homeowners can ensure that their ezy deck 

remains a durable and attractive feature of their outdoor living space. Regular care not only 

preserves the deck's appearance but also protects the investment, ensuring that the deck 

continues to provide enjoyment and adds value to the home for many years. The final chapter 

will summarize the key points covered in this book and offer some concluding thoughts on the 

future of decking materials and installation practices. 

 

 Chapter 7: Concluding Thoughts: The Future of Decking Materials and Installation 

Practices 

 

Introduction 



 

Throughout this book, we have explored the many benefits of composite decking, from the initial 

selection and installation to long-term maintenance and care. As we look toward the future, the 

decking industry continues to innovate, promising even more durable, sustainable, and 

aesthetically pleasing materials. This final chapter reflects on current trends and anticipates 

future developments in decking materials and installation techniques. 

 

Innovations in Composite Decking 

 

The composite decking market is set to evolve with advancements that focus on enhancing 

durability, aesthetic appeal, and environmental sustainability: 

- Eco-Friendly Materials: Future composites will likely incorporate more recycled materials, 

reducing the environmental impact without compromising quality or durability. 

- Improved Aesthetics: As technology advances, expect to see composites that even more 

closely mimic natural wood and other textures, expanding design possibilities. 

- Enhanced Durability: Research into new formulations and composite blends aims to further 

improve the weather and stain resistance of decking materials. 

 

Advancements in Installation Techniques 

 

Installation practices are also improving, with new techniques and tools designed to streamline 

the process and ensure even greater precision and efficiency: 

- **Automated Tools**: Emerging technologies, such as robotic installation aids, may soon play 

a role in reducing labor costs and improving the speed and accuracy of deck installations. 

- **Hidden Fastening Systems**: Innovations in fastening systems that leave no visible screws 

or nails will continue to advance, providing cleaner finishes and simpler installation processes. 

- **Modular Systems**: The development of modular decking systems that can be quickly 

assembled and disassembled will offer flexibility for homeowners who seek temporary or 

seasonal configurations. 

 

The Role of Digital Tools 

 

Digital tools will increasingly influence how decks are designed, visualized, and constructed: 

- **Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)**: These technologies will allow 

homeowners and installers to visualize and tweak deck designs in real-time, directly in their 

outdoor spaces. 

- **Online Project Management**: Enhanced software solutions will help streamline project 

planning and communication between homeowners and installers, ensuring projects stay on 

schedule and within budget. 

 

Sustainability and Regulation 

 



As environmental concerns continue to gain priority, regulations regarding sustainable building 

materials and practices will likely tighten. Composite decking is well-positioned to meet these 

demands due to its ability to incorporate recycled materials and its long lifespan. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The future of decking looks promising, with innovations that emphasize sustainability, aesthetic 

versatility, and ease of installation. As materials and practices evolve, homeowners will find it 

increasingly advantageous to choose composite decking for its lasting beauty, minimal 

maintenance, and environmental benefits. By staying informed about these advancements and 

choosing wisely, you can ensure that your deck remains a valuable, enjoyable, and sustainable 

addition to your home. 


